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Walnut Creek residents Amy and Ofer Erez co-founded Diablo Valley School to offer an alternative to mainstream education in the
county. Their 2-year-old son, Yo'el, can attend at the age of 4.

Alternative school will offer children freedom

By Allyson Daniel
Staff writer

Children given the freedom to learn
what they want, when they want, excel
both_academically and socially, say

wish to offer an alternative tomainstream
educanan in Contra Costa.

ts model, Sudbury Valley School
in Massachusett, Diablo Valley Sehosl
will take a noncoercive: appmnch toteach-
ing. Students, ranging in ages from 4 to

SOmn e s (et for the student to

school

From page 1

Diablo ValleySchool will open
with a summer program that
mirrors Sudbury Valley's for-
mat, at Walnut Avenue United
MethodistChurch. Founders are

‘It’s about enpowering children so
they can be the best of who they

They organize a meeting place
of

still searching for a location for are.” — School co-founder Amy Erez | and time, and design a set
the re erm. -

Students will have the free- Walnut Acres Elementary, said ~ « oy f ‘project.
donmtoStudy mathematics,lear  he is excited about attending e maon ol Stiident then be certified

about martial arts, or read a
book. They can create their own

learning environment by doing I}

whatever naturally piques their
curiosi

“Kids, by doing what s fun or
enjoyable, educate themselves,”
N e

Erez likened the Diablo Val-
ley experience to a year-round
simmer vacation

“Tt reminds me of the way |
o e et
where Id get up in the morning

and the day was my own. I could

Diablo Valley School because it
willgivehim timetolearn things

0 excited about this

conupz,“sadeendmca,“must

feels right. Ryan is a very cr

Buve child and 1 think & will
ive him space and freedom.”

© Theschoolsymbolizes freedom

- and democracy in action, said
re:

7.

“It's about empowering chil-
dren 5o they can be the best of
who they are.”

Like in a true democracy, ev-
eryone in the Diablo Valley
School community will have the
right o participate in all as-
pects of the schools manage-
ment, Students and staff will
meet once a weekatthe ‘School

il e oot )

cause they believe it will teach
him to be resourceful.

England Town Meeting,
During the School Meeung,
the community will malke deci-

continuing yearly contracts of

founder Daniel Gmmbuxgwmem 21991
article for Mothering magazine.
“Children learn not because they are

open in Walnut Creek.
This philosophyis the premise for Diablo
‘Valley School, founded by six people who

19, will be fre

e

levels . Tuey will pover be expected’
ted or pushed to learn anythin;

L e el
to understand.” i

School, see page 3

et you know, it’s how you
know where to get the informa-
tion,” said Walker. “Having tc
find the information, and not
have it given to you on a silver
platter, resuhs in a longer last:
ing learning

R yan Walker, a rst-graderat

22 equal v and tho rightfo
chooss whether or not
that vote, said Ere;

force that responslhllny on
them,” said Ere;

e il s
system formed todeal withwrit-
ten complaints from anyone
about anyone in the school com-
munity. The judicial committee
will bemade up ofonestaffmem-

ber and a few students repre-

senting each age group.

“Because of the judicial com-
mittee, I strongly believe there
will be no gang problems on the
campus,”said Erez. “Thereisno
such thing as a weakling or a
bully. There's no one to rebel
against. Each individual is an
important part of that commu-
nity and voices can be heard
equally, regardless of age.”

ff members will be avail-

able to respond to student’s re-
queststolearn, but they willnot
suggest any kind of curriculum

“The children are taught tobe &

veryresourceful,”said Brez. “It's
not up to the staff members to
answer the child's question, it's
up to the child to answer his or
ker own. The staff is there to
help and support in any way."
If several students become in-
terested in a particular subject,
they can form a “corporation.”

o use the equipment without
supervision of a staff member.
udent can attempt to
graduate when he or she feels
ready. To receive a high school
diploma, Diablo Valley students
will defend a thesis before the

1 Bt
tobea resmnslble aduu in soci-
ety,
Dieh oVl aSehootismista
accredited institution, as there

Fiiatode dogees Thosewhodid
not attend college made a con-
scious choice not to
'or more information on
Diablo Valley School’s summer
rogram, contact Amy Erez at
932-7610.



